Media Contacts: Amber Stevens, Wenk Associates,

303-628-0003 or astevens@wenkla.com

Paul Suter, Suter Media Relations

303-694-9232 or sutercomm@aol.com
Wenk Associates selected to provide a visionary Master Plan 

for Saint Paul’s Great River Park

The Denver-based firm has extensive experience working on

riverfront projects across the nation

Denver, CO (August 3, 2010) – Wenk Associates, Inc., among the most respected landscape planners and architects for riverfront projects across the nation, has been selected for the revitalization of Saint Paul’s Mississippi River Valley, and the next stage of transformation of the riverfront area into the Great River Park.  The firm will work with Minneapolis-based architectural firm Hoisington Koegler Group, and an interdisciplinary team, responsible for planning and designing the 17 mile river corridor to become a “more natural, more urban and more connected” place for residents and visitors to Saint Paul.

“The Mississippi River is the lifeline running through our region, offering residents a place to enjoy and relax. The Great River Park will capitalize on this asset and stimulate economic growth throughout the metro area. Wenk Associates of Denver, the Hoisington Koegler Group of Minneapolis and the Saint Paul-based firms working on this initiative were selected following a competitive process with some of the best landscape planning and architecture teams for riverfront projects in the nation. With them, we will revitalize our riverfront property and further Saint Paul as the most livable City in America,” Saint Paul Parks and Recreation director Mike Hahm said. 
“Saint Paul’s Great River Park is one of the most important riverfront projects in the nation and the largest on the Mississippi.  Our firm is very honored to have been selected for this important and visionary project,” said Bill Wenk, president of Wenk Associates.  “We will work closely with the City of Saint Paul, fellow architects, engineers and advisors to create a riverfront landscape that enhances the relationship between ‘the City’ and ‘the River’, without losing either the essential urban character of Saint Paul or the ecological essence of the mighty Mississippi River.  Our work will help make the river an economic catalyst to the neighborhoods and commercial districts that line the corridor.  It is a responsibility we take a great deal of pride in, and our firm is looking forward to capturing the vision of everyone involved.”

"The past 15 years of riverfront success have been built on strong community engagement. We are pleased that this process will continue that tradition and encourage Saint Paul citizens from all walks of life to get involved in shaping the future of our river valley," said Patrick Seeb, executive director of the Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation, a non-profit organization that has championed riverfront revitalization since 1994.
The guiding principles for the Great River Park according to the Great River Park chapter of the Saint Paul on the Mississippi Development Framework describe a far-reaching vision that will transform the City of Saint Paul in profound ways.  Wenk Associates addresses the primary tenets of the plan (More Natural, More Urban and More Connected) in this way:

· More Natural – we aspire to restore ecological functions in a series of linked preserves along the corridor, while also creating a series of working landscapes (natural areas that treat stormwater runoff), and easy access points for people to connect to and enjoy the recreational and educational opportunities that exist here.

· More Urban – economies in development along the corridor can be achieved by utilizing public lands for consolidated stormwater treatment for private developments and by bringing neighborhoods closer to nature.  By understanding the needs of individual neighborhoods, we anticipate strengthening their economic and social fabric through enhanced public space, better linkages and appropriate redevelopment.

· More Connected – A hierarchy of linkages that utilize the street network and open space trails will provide local and regional connections between the city’s neighborhoods and the river, while enhancing options for alternative transportation modes.  To fully restore ecological health of the corridor, connectivity for key plant and animal species will be an important consideration.

Master planning is now underway, with the first community event scheduled for August 17th.  Some of the project’s highlights will include the creation of habitats and ecological systems, recreational and educational areas for the public and the reuse of former industrial areas along the river.  This will be a year-long planning effort that will result in specific projects that will improve the river and the riverfront over the next generation. For more information, project updates and insight into ways you can participate, please visit the project website at www.greatriverpark.org.

About Wenk Associates

Wenk Associates, Inc. is a group of talented planners and landscape architects, with a national portfolio of water corridor and park planning projects.  The firm’s experience includes serving as the principal river planner for the restoration and revitalization of 31 miles of the Los Angeles River and for the ongoing redevelopment of the Menomonee River in central Milwaukee.  More information is available at www.wenkla.com.
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