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TAXI’s “stormwater gardens” win the Colorado American Society of Landscape Architect’s Merit and Land Stewardship awards

Downtown Denver’s unique office and residential development continues to garner accolades from design professionals across the state and nation
Denver, CO (December 3, 2009) – Downtown Denver’s TAXI development, located in the rapidly emerging River North Neighborhood (RiNo), continues to earn accolades from the local and national architectural community with the recent announcement that it was awarded both the Merit and Land Stewardship awards from the Colorado chapter of American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA).  

The development’s “stormwater gardens”, the first to be used in downtown Denver, were a significant reason why TAXI earned the award.

“The City of Denver Public Works and Urban Drainage Flood Control District have been frequent visitors to TAXI, to monitor the effectiveness of our stormwater system, which  is key to the success, beauty and maintenance of our landscape design," – said Kyle Zeppelin of Zeppelin Development, the masterminds behind TAXI.  “We are a cutting-edge development, in an edgy part of downtown, and the design and implementation of the landscape reflects our philosophy and our vision.”  

The plan, developed by Wenk Associates (a landscape architectural firm in Denver), utilizes a series of porous landscape detention (PLD) gardens to manage site runoff from the roof, streets and parking areas.  These stormwater gardens / PLD's manage site runoff from TAXI’s roof (downtown Denver’s longest building), streets and parking areas.  The stormwater gardens are dispersed evenly on the site and are designed to allow infiltration of stormwater to occur as close to where rain “drops,” instead of channeling stormwater.  The entire site “surface drains” to the gardens, eliminating the need for curb and gutter or subsurface storm infrastructure, greatly reducing site costs.  

The plan supports the organic nature of TAXI’s landscape design, which includes cottonwood trees and a bountiful native grasses and wildflowers.  The landscape palette is handsomely interspersed with the more industrial-looking side of TAXI's 18-acre site, which includes paving, paint striping, concrete bin blocks, galvanized pipe-bollards, pre-formed galvanized treads and pipe rails.  The result is a contemporary landscape that complements the adjacent river, the railyards to the west and the artistic endeavors occurring within the buildings. 

About TAXI and The New Workplace
TAXI is uniquely suited for New Economy businesses requiring more flexibility and a different culture in the office environment: well designed spaces that promote collaboration; sustainable features and extensive amenities including the gourmet FUEL café; a fitness center and Pilates; great access and nearby recreation.  Located just north of Coors Field on the South Platte River at 3455 Ringsby Court, TAXI Phases 1 & 2 include 130,000 square feet of office and commercial space and 43 residences.  Upon completion, the 18-acre campus will include more than 800,000 square feet of mixed-use space in Downtown's most innovative new neighborhood.

For more information, please visit the website – www.taxibyzeppelin.com and contact Kyle Zeppelin at 303.573.0781 ext. 12, or kzeppelin@zeppelinplaces.com.

